
The National Precast Concrete 

Association's Creative Use of 

Precast (CUP) Awards program 

honors innovative projects 

that reflect the best qualities 

of precast concrete, including 

flexibility, durability, cost 

savings and aesthetics. 

A resort casino, a village 

of precast modular buildings 

and a driver tunnel for one of 

NASCAR's most popular tracks 

are some of the standouts from 

this year's competition. 

Entries are divided into two 

categories: Above Ground 

and Underground. The CUP 

judging panel was comprised 

of professionals in the precast 

industry and academia. 

If you have an exciting 

project where precast concrete 

helped to provide the solution, 

send an e-mail to editor@ 

precastsol utions.org. 



THIRD PLACE 
It Takes a Village 

Project: Fort Story Iraqi Village Portable 

Training Units 

Location: Virginia Beach, Va . 

When officials at Fort Story decided to 

construct a replica of an Iraqi village in order 

to provide a realistic training environment for 

logistics troops there, they approached Smith­

Midland Corp. for a single precast concrete 

building. In time, the original order grew to 

35 buildings of various sizes, which were 

customized and configured to realistically 

depict what troops would find in a Middle East 

village - from smaller enclosures to the larger 

structures typically encountered there. 

Fort Story, located on the lower Chesapeake 

Bay and Atlantic Ocean in southeast Virginia, 

is a sub-installation of Fort Eustis, home of the 

U.S. Army's Transportation Corps. The two 

bases provide specialized training in land and 

sea transportation. 

The existing mission of the installation plus 

the new U.S. military strategy that began to take 

shape in Iraq in late 2007 created an enhanced 

need for the realistic training of forces that 

would be part of the "surge" of combat troops 

going into the country. Ultimately, the ability to 

make the environment as realistic as possible 

helps troops to train the way they would fight. 

Various aspects of Smith-Midland's precast 

concrete buildings, the centerpiece of the 

village, enhanced this realism while helping 

the Army deliver the training on time and on 

budget. 

The buildings meet bullet-resistance 

standards and are rated for wind loads 

of 130 mph, both of which are important 

considerations for live-fire training in the 

hurricane-prone Fort Story area. 

The patented post-tensioned building system 

provides even greater weather tightness and 

impact resistance for the precast roof and 

floors. 

The Easi-Set buildings cost substantially 

less than equivalent in-place construction, and 

they can be installed the same day they are 

delivered. Because of the precast "floating 

slab" foundation floor slab, no foundations or 

footings were required beyond level compacted 

sand or gravel. 

COMPANY PROFILE: 

Smith-Midland Corp. 

5119 Catlett Road, P.O. Box 130 

Midland, VA 22728 

Phone: (540) 439-8056 

www.smithmidland.com 
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